212              JOURNEY   WITHOUT   END
and now he's off to the town to enjoy himself. Good
wine and plenty of mam'selles. Eh bien, it's for you to
choose."
That remark about the wine and the mam'selles was
typical.   I have known an officer use the whip on a man
and then go and sit with his comrades in a village cafe.-
Off parade, officers will fraternize with the men, and they '
are not concerned with your behaviour out of hours.   A
night pass allows a man to be out until one o'clock in the
morning, and provided he's sober at reveille, sounded at
5 a.m., nobody worries.   But once more I ask who wants to
go out on seven francs a month ?                                     I
Another favourite punishment in force at Sousse is known
as the * circus/   A pole is placed in the middle of a circle,
and from this pole a rope runs out to the edge of the circle,
and at the other end of the rope is the delinquent, who
must march round the circle carrying forty pounds of sand
on his bare shoulders.   The point is that the rope must
never slacken.   It must remain taut for the duration of the
march ; otherwise the whip is brought out again. No wonder
then that a soldier is apt to lose his temper even to the
point of striking an N.C.O.   That is a serious offence in any
army, and in the Legion it may result in being sentenced
to a term of years in a penal battalion.   Here there is no
pay at ^11, and your life will be taken up with making
roads, marching to and from your work in chains.   I once
saw one of these gangs at work, and it was no surprise
to me that I never met a man who had survived his
term.
But these domestic horrors are not alL The Arabs know
a thing or two about cruelty. Fortunately they are expert
$ho&, but if they do take a prisoner Ife can expect no quarter.
On search parties and patrols ojf one kind and another I
have come across the bodies of French officers foully
mutilated and giving evidence of unspeakable tortures,
In this Moroccan campaign, the Arabs had many advantages.
They knew every inch of the country, they were not
dependent on any commissariat, and they were served jby
the most remarkabte system of gun-running. Their supply